Chromosomal aberrations associated with disease are reviewed by several authors. In addition to the now well-known trisomy of chromosome 21 in mongolism and the XXY and XO constitutions in Klinefelter's and Turner's syndromes, a number of rare abnormalities associated with unusual chromosome constitutions have been reported. Estimations of mutation rates in the mouse, and the difficulties associated with extrapolation of these results to mnan, are discussed in some detail.
The contributions in this volume are not meant to be comprehensive, and most of the material has been presented more fully elsewhere. The volume is nevertheless well produced, illustrated, and indexed, which allows easy and pleasant reading. Of the many contributions to medicine from the Massachusetts General Hospital, the Clinicopathological Conference is not the least. The idea of this novel method of medical teaching arose in the mind of Walter B Cannon. This practical application we owe to Richard C Cabot, who in 1900 began to use a simplified C.P.C. technique in teaching his students. The modem C.P.C., with the participation of the pathologist, dates from 1910. Needless to say, fashions have changed in the past fifty years. Formerly any case of subacute bacterial endocarditis would have been considered suitable for discussion, but now only cases with unusual features would be deemed worthy of inclusion.
The present volume consists of 50 case reports selected as being of clinical interest, as illustrating current bedside and laboratory techniques, and in some instances as being of historical interest. All have been published in the New England Journal of Medicine during the past twenty-five years. As might be expected many of the patients suffered from 'difficult' diseases, such as obscure carcinomata, disseminated lupus erythematosus, carcinoid tumours, systemic amyloidosis and dermatomyositis, but all have some message for the clinician.
Many of the case reports have addenda, written up to twenty-four years later. In some cases, the diagnosis would have been no easier to-day, in others surprised comment is made at the solver's lack of, or even disregard of, laboratory investigations, and in some the diagnosis has been altered in the light of modern knowledge. This is a beautifully produced book, at once attractive and instructive.
Gynakologische Urologie by W Langreder pp xii+306 illustrated DM 59
Stuttgart: Georg Thieme Verlag 1961
As the gynmcologist-obstetrician is becoming increasingly aware of the fundamental importance of urology in the practice of his specialty, a contribution such as Professor Langreder sets out to make is to be welcomed.
Unfortunately, the author has failed to define the limits of 'gynecological urology', so that he dwells in considerable detail on urological problems quite beyond the scope of the gynrecologist. For example, primary vesical neoplasms are unlikely to present by gynaecological symptomatology. Paradoxically, secondary bladderdeposits due to cancer of the cervix receive scant attention, although anterior or total pelvic exenteration has become an established gynmcological procedure.
On certain more fundamental problems, the author is evasive or vague: within the framework of a book such as this, it may not be possible to enter fully into the subject of toxemia of pregnancy, but to allude to it as the condition of 'a thousand theories' is to evade the issue. Regarding anuria, the existence of various types of artificial kidney is common knowledge, but precisely when to invoke its aid is probably not, and could very usefully have been discussed in detail.
In the section on stress incontinence, which is good, Mulvany's operation is wrongly stated to be a vaginal procedure. His papers are not referred to in the bibliography, which is poor. In summary, the book is disappointing. 
